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A @oop Leap. 


The letter from Mr. C. A. Squair in our issue of 
last week, intimating the repetition of his sub- 
ra: ape to the College funds, sets a good example 
to the profession. This method of supporting the 
R.C.V.S. is well within the reach of most members, 
including almost all who have subscribed already. 
“Subscribe once in the first quarter of the year; 
subscribe again in the second half-year, if the funds 
require it.” If every member who has subscribed 
once so far would adopt this as a working rule till 
the Bill passes, the R.C.V.S. would be able to keep 
afloat. It is to hoped that many will follow Mr. 
Squair’s lead. 


THE VETERINARY PuBLIC SERVICE. 


The paper by Mr. Hugh Begg at the Royal Sani- 
tary Institute Congress, printed in these columns 
to-day, is a combination of special knowlege and 
experience with weighty personal opinion which 
renders it peculiarly suitable for presentation to 
that particular gathering; and it also contains 
much to interest general practitioners. A point 
which may cause some divergence of opinion refers 
to the establishment of a system of County veteri- 
nary inspection ; but here Mr. Begg, while admit- 
ting some difficulties, seems to present an unanswer- 
able case in favour of » reform which most of us 
agree must come some time, though we do not all 
desire to expedite it. Another useful item, regard- 
ing which there can hardly be any difference of 
view in the profession, relates to the special 
‘Diseases of Animals (Lanarkshire) Order of 1907,” 
the chief provisions of which are given. There is 
no doubt that this Order must have been the means 
of discovering many anthrax cases which otherwise 
might have gone unreported. All veterinarians 
will agree with Mr. Begg that similar Orders should 
be obtained by other County authorities, or, better, 
that the Board should apply a general order 
throughout the Kingdom. 

An equally incontestable question, too seldom: 
mentioned, is raised by Mr. Begg’s reference to 
what he mildly calls an “anomaly,” though it 
really deserves a much stronger word. To require 
a veterinary inspector to send specimens to the 
Board for confirmation whenever he diagnoses 
anthrax, while accepting his negative diagnosis as 
final, is neither sensible nor logical. While this 
system is in force, we can never be certain that the 
anthrax returns represent the true amount of 
disease in the country. 

The next few years may see a considerable 


alteration in our machinery against animal disease. | "® 
Public discussion of the whole subject by competent joint. 


men is therefore a good thing just now; and this| 


paper forms and admirable starting point for it. 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF RECORDING THE MEDICAL 
AND SURGICAL HISTORIES OF ANIMALS, KNOWN TO 
HAVE SUFFERED IN THEIR YOUTH FROM NAVEL OR 
Jomnt-1LL, By F. T. Harvey, F.R.c.v.s. 


The present note is merely intended to direct 
attention to a subject which does not appear to 
have hitherto received that recognition which its 
importance demands. The veterinary surgeon is 
greatly handicapped, as compared with the human 
physician and surgeon, in obtaining histories of his 
patients, but we might accomplish much more in 
this respect than we actually do if a little care and 
trouble were spent in the direction indicated, not 
only in regard to joint-ill but in many other diseases. 

The old plea that busy practitioners have no time 
for such work is not well founded, and is only an 
excuse for a lack of enthusiasm, indifference, or an 
absence of the spirit of enquiry. It has always 
seemed to me that a great number of the hardest- 
worked men in the medical and surgical worlds are 
tumbling over each other in their eagerness to re- 
count their results, experiences and conclusions. 
Indeed it seems necessary for them to do so, in 
order to maintain their positions in the front rank ; 
while British veterinary surgeons as a body, have a 
leaning in an entirely opposite direction. May it 
not be in fact due to this attitude that our general 
udvance is somewhat slow along certain paths ? 

Case 1, In April 1918 I saw a colt foal, ten days 
old, very lame in the off-hind leg. The stifle and 
hock joints were distended with synovia, and were 
hot and painful. Temperature 103F. The navel 
was not painful, and did not seem swollen. An in- 
jection of phylacogen (P. D. and Co.) was at once 
given-; the colt was kept quiet, and the parts fomen- 
ted. The lameness disappeared in thirty-six hours 
and the joints soon regained their norma! condition. 
The colt grew well, and a year later the owner 
thought him good enough for show purposes. He 
was taken in and looked over, and it was then found 


that there was a decided enlargement around the 


off-fore pastern joint. The animal, of course, was 
useless for show purposes, as it would probably 
have been thrown out as suffering from hereditary 
disease, in fact, “ringbone.”” Now both the sire 
and dam of the colt in question were apparently 
quite sound animals, and it seems reasonable to 
suppose that the enlarged pastern might be in some 
way related to the joint trouble noted as happening 
a year earlier. In fact, that organisms of somewhat 
low pathogenic power had become arrested in the 
tissues, and that the irritation resultmg therefrom 
had caused the formation of a deposit around the 
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May we not find here a possible explanation of 
the etiology of some, if not most, of our cases of 
chronic monarticular, and polyarticular disease— 
spavin, ringbone, etc., occuring apart from work, in 
young horses? 

I have reason to think that only a certain percen- 
tage of the colts whose systems have been invaded 
by the organisms of navel-ill, die, or exhibit gross 
lesions in early life, and that traces of the earlier 
infection are only revealed during the “ working 
age” of theanimals. The problem is an interesting 
one and is deserving of attention. 

Case II. A colt foal was reported as having 
difficulty in mame The stifle and hock joints were 
found to be painful, and swollen. At first sight the 
navel appeared to be normal but a little pus was 
found under pressure, between the dried cord and 
the living tissues, and from it an autogenous vaccine 
was prepared. The colt passed through a rather 
long and moderately severe attack of navel-ill. At 
the end of his first year he was doing fairly well, 
but growth had been retarded. During the second 
year he was kept in a paddock in which there was 
a tree with low spreading branches. He no doubt 
spent much time under them and possibly rubbed 
against them. Later he was found to have a large 
swelling on the withers, and then there developed 
a fistula. Several pieces of necrosed tissue were 
subsequently eames. the parts then healed, and 
have remained sound. 

Here, again, we have the suggestion an old residual 
infection—that the colt in fact still harboured. in 
his tissues traces of the original infection, which 
would be ready to flare up and become an active 
centre of disease f:om an injury which, of itself, 
would be insufficient to produce’ more than a pass- 
ing slight reaction in a healthy animal, 

Case III. A Shire foal, in March of this year 
(1919) was reported as being very lame in the left 
hind leg. The Dam was affected with symbiotic 
mange, and was frequently troubled with a condition 
of furunculosis in the limbs. Some of her previous 
foals had died of navel-ill. The colt was given two 
injections of mixed phylacogen, the lameness passed 
away, and the patient throve amazingly for four 
months, when the lameness recurred.  Anti- 
streptococcic serum treatment was carried out; but 


_ in a few days a huge swelling formed in the quarter, 


and death soon followed. Here again we have the 
long period of apparent health and then the fatal 
illness. 

Case IV. A Shire filly foal had apparently re- 
covered from an attack of navel-ill through which 
she passed in 1916 (an autogenous vaccine was 
used). One morning in the Spring of 1918 she was 
found on her side, unable to stand, and in a few 
hours was dead. I made no post mortem, neither 
did I see the mare on this occasion. I can offer no 
explanation of the final illness, and simply record 
the history here. 

I might give the particulars of other cases point- 
ing in a similar direction, but the above may suffice 
to draw attention toa matter which has hitherto 
received little consideration, and may induce some 


practitioners at least, to record their observations, 
and thus assist the bacteriologists in unravelling a 
portion of the tangled web of navel-ill. 


BRACKEN POISONING IN CATTLE. 


As an addition to previous records of deaths in 
cattle believed to have been due to eating bracken, 
one might add the following as strong evidence of 
such occurring. It is well known that cattle often 
eat bracken without any deleterious effect, es- 
pecially when grass is scarce, as was the case this 
summer. 

On the 25th Aug., last, I was asked to visit a 
farm in the next county to make a post mortem on 
the carcase of a bullock which had died after a short 
illness. Upon arriving at the farm I was informed 
that another bullock of the same lot had died two 
days earlier with similar symptoms. A smear from 
the ear vein was taken, with negative results as to 
anthrax. There remained alive of the lot, nine, 
which were removed to new pasture. On survey-. 
ing the ground on which they had previously been 
for three or four months, one observed great areas 
of bracken stalks from which the green (leaf) por- 
tion had been stripped. On examining the carcase, 
blood was seen to have been discharging from the 
nostrils and anus. On opening the peritoneal cavity 
numerous haemorrhages were noticed in the sub- 
stance of the membrane. The rumen contained 
many bracken stalks, and the abomasum together 
with the intestines showed congestion, with 
haemorrhages into the mucous membrane. 

On the 31st following other two became ill, and 
on arrival found them greatly depressed, appetite 
in complete abeyance, blood tinged discharge from 
nose and mouth, and strings of clotted blood from 
anus, with black foul-smelling faeces. Temperature 
106° in one, 107:5° in the other. Laxatives, de- 
mulcent drinks, with tannic acid were administered. 
Dullness, however, passed into coma, with death in 
some 36 hours after the onset of illness. Post- 
mortem in these were as already described. 

Six animals died. None of the others were ill. 
What appeared most markedly was a certain lapse 
of time before the onset of illness. The last two 
that died had been removed three weeks previously 
to new pasture where there was no bracken. 

What is the explanation that some cattle can eat 
bracken with impunity ? 

In the next county to this (Sutherland) bracken 
is extremely common and no one there will believe 
it is at times poisonous. At one farm I visited 
lately, the farmer informed me he intended to cut 
four loads for bedding, but twelve cattle had eaten 
the lot before he could get it cut—without doing 
them the least harm. 


Invergordon. JoHN Brown, F.R.C.V.8. 


There are four serious centres of foot-and-mouth 
disease, so far apart that it cannot be suggested that one 
has produced the other. They are the Isle of Wigh 
Warwickshire, Lincolnshire, and Huntingdon an 
Cambridgeshire. In no instance has the origin of the 
initial case been ascertained. 
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AN UNUSUAL OPERATION. 


I examined to-day a very valuable shorthorn 
bull, showing the following abnormality :—The 
right testicle is of normal size and the scrotum 
well down, but the left testicle, which is of fair 
size though smaller, is situated under the abdo- 
minal wall, about 5 inches in front of the supra- 
anterior border of the scrotum on the left side. 
The gland is freely movable from before backwards, 
and to some extent downwards, but appears more 
or less adlierent to the abdominal wall. 

The empty side of the wall appears flaccid, and 
quite capable of holding its legitimate tenant, and 
my client wants to know if I can replace the 
truant in its normal position. 

I have never met with this condition before, and 
do not know whether it is operable, though it looks 
simple, and is certainly tempting, as it would mean 
a good deal monetarily to my client. 

1 should be very glad if any of your readers who 
have met with such a condition would kindly give 
their experience, method of operation, and state any 
sequelae which may follow. 


Grosvenor Road, 


Epwp, P. Epwarps. 
Mold, Oct. 27. 


DovuBLE CRYPTORCHIDISM IN A Dog. 


Gago has recorded, in the Revista de Medicina 
Veterinaria, the case of a fox terrier, twelve months 
oldand nine kilogrammes (= about 19°8lb.) in 
weight, of disobedient and ill-tempered character, 
who bit even his master. On that account it was 
decided to castrate him. There was no apparent 
scrotum, and a minute examination of the perineum 
and inguinal region convinced Gago that the case 
was one of abdominal cryptorchidy. 

The operation was performed as follows :—The 
bladder was emptied with a catheter; and a pro- 
found and regular anesthesia was obtained by the 
preliminary injection of 12 centigrammes of panto- 
pon, followed by chloroform inhalations fifteen 
minutes later. The dog was placed upon his back 
for the oparation. An infra-umbilical laparotomy 
was then performed, and the testicles were secured 
and removed after ligating the spermatic cords 
with catgut. The peritoneum and muscles were 
closed with continuous sutures of catgut, the skin 
was united with interrupted silk sutures, and the 
application of collodion and a bandage completed 
the operation. A slight superficial infection of the 
wound occurred, but yielded to ordinary local treat- 
ment; and in all other respects the recovery was 
uneventful. The effect of the operation upon the 
character is not stated. (Revista de Higiene y 
Sanidad Veterinaria). 


Fiemine : Gresy.—On the 15th Oct., in Paris, Major 
(Bt. Lt.-Col.) George Fleming, Somerset Light Infantry, 
elder son of the late Col. George Fleming, c.B., LL.D., to 
Marie Simone Gresy, daughter of the late Marie Joseph 
Paul Gresy, of Paris. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting ot Council was held at the College, 
10 Red Lion Square, Bloomsbury, W.C., on Friday, 
October 24th, 1919, Mr. J. McKinna, President, occupied 
the Chair, and the following members were present :— 
Major-Gen. Blenkinsop, p.s.o.; Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
Messrs. Banham, Garnett, Lawsen, Male, Salusbur 
Price, and 8. H. Slocock ; Mr. F. Bullock (Secretary 
and Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor). 

Apologies for the inability to attend the meeting were 
announced from Messrs. Abson, Bradley, Gaiger, 
Gofton, Mason, McCall, Suter, and Sir Stewart 
Stockman. 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held 
on October 10th, 1919, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Confirmation of Bye-laws. The PRESIDENT : I beg to 
move that the Bye-laws as amended at the Special 
Meeting held on October 10th, 1919, be confirmed. 

Mr. Lawson : I second that. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. : 

Presentation of bust of the Prof. | The 
Secretary : I should like to take this yay A of 
announcing that Mrs. Pritchard has sent to the Col 
the bust of her father, the late Prof. Spooner, whic 
Prof. Pritchard had done by Luchesi, the sculptor, and 
she ~~ that the Council will accept it. 

The PresipENT : I desire to move that the bust be 
accepted with the thanks of the Council. As you see, it 
has been placed in the Council Chamber, and it will be 
at the discretion of the Council whether it shall stay 
where it is now or be put in some other suitable place in 
this building. 

The resolution of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

The PresipenT: The Secretary will send a suitable 
reply to Mrs. Pritchard. 

Gentlemen, that concludes the business of the meet- 
ing, and I am personally indebted to you for the trouble 
you have taken in attending. 


CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS HELD IN THE 
University oF DurHaM CoLLEGE oF MEDICINE, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, ON FRIDAY, AUGUST IST. 


THE RELATION OF CoUNTY AND MUNICIPAL VETERIN- 
ARY INSPECTORS TO THE CONTROL oF CONTAGIOUS 
' DISEASES OF ANIMALS AND THE FULLER DEVELOPMENT 
OF A WHOLESOME MEAT AND MILK SUPPLY, 
By Hucu r.r.c.v.s., County Inspector, Lanark. 
As you are aware, it is my duty to-day to initiate a 
discussion on “ The relation of County and Municipal 
Veterinary [nspectors to (1) The Control of Contagious 
Diseases of Animals, and (2) the fuller development of 
a wholesome meat and milk supply ” ° 
No camer eres be put forward for the inclusion of 
such subjects in to-day’s programme, for the Control of 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals and the fuller de- 
velopment of a wholesome meat and milk supply are 
questions of compelling interest alike to the producer 
and the consumer, because of their intimate bearing on 
the fortunes of stock-owners and the wealth and health 
of the nation. With equal emphasis, it will be 
that the relation of the County and Municipal Veteri- 
nary Inspector to the proper accomplishment of these 
desirable objects is a matter of paramount importance 
to the veterinary profession, and peculiarly so to those 
of us whose present and future duty is, and will be, 
almost entirely embraced within their scope. 
I presume the intention is that we should not confine 
ourselves to a recital of our present more or less unex- 
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panded sphere of activities, but rather that we should 
turn our thoughts to the new and additional work that 
lies ahead of us, and we can do this the more readily 
since as regards a large part of it we are in the fortunate 
position of possessing an exactly delineated programme 
of new legislation in the Milk and Dairies Acts of 1914 


-for England and Scotland, both of which are likely to 


become operative in the near future, while the early re- 
inauguration of the Tuberculosis Order, which has been 
in suspension for almost exactly five years, will renew a 
class of work with which many of us have already ac- 
quired some degree of familiarity. 

In asking me, a County Veterinary Inspector, to lead 
the discussion, the responsible individuals, foreseeing an 
early multiplication of such nes, have, con- 
sciously or otherwise, paid a tribute to the foresight of 
the County Council which was the first to appoint a 
whole-time veterinary inspector. As you are no doubt 
aware, the counties of Ayr, Lanark and Dumfries are 
the only ones in Great Britain that have, at the moment, 
a whole-time veterinary inspector, but it is certain that 
— of such appointments will be made in the near 

uture. 

When giving evidence recently before the Government 


‘Commission on milk supply, various questions kindred 


to those we are discussing to-day were raised, and I took 
the opportunity of urging the imminent need for the 
teats of whole-time veterinary inspectors by 

unty Councils, and, as far as I could judge, my evi- 
dence only served to corroborate the views which the 
members of the Commission already held on this ques- 
tion, individually and collectively. 

While it can be truly said that the great war afforded 
unique opportunities to our profession for the advance- 
ment of surgical science and for gaining experience in 
and perfecting the means for controlling Contagious 
Equine Diseases, it has been responsible for much delay 
in the advance of veterinary science in relation to Pub- 
lic Health matters generally. But when County Councils 
receive official notice of the impending inauguration of 
the Milk and Dairies Acts and the re-enforcement of the 
Tuberculosis Order, the appointment of whole-time 
veterinary inspectors will be precipitated, for, as you 
know, the Milk and Dairies Acts provide that every 
Local Authority may, and when required by the Local 
Government Board shall, make such appointments. 
Moreover, the need for them will become imperative if 
the extended work of veterinary inspection within each 
County is to be carried out with economy and efticiency. 

Prior to the passing of the Parasitic Mange Order ot 
1911 and the Tuberculosis Order of 1913, the need for a 
whole-time veterinary inspector only arose acutely in 
such a County as Lanark, which had secured its own 
Diseases of Animals (Lanarkshire) Order of 1907,’ and 
wherein the various District Committees, acting under 

ional mage of the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk- 
Orders of 1885 and 1889, had conducted by the 
hands of local practitioners, or specially appointed vet- 
erinary surgeons for each season, the veterinary inspec- 
tion of all dairy herds within the County Ripened in 
outlook by this experience, the appointment by the 
County Council of a whole-time veterinary inspector 
was an easy step that was taken early in 1910, and before 


the passing of the Parasitic Mange Order of 1911. One 
would 


v have expected that the work of veterinary inspec- 
tion entailed by the Parasitic Mange Order and the 
Tuberculosis Order would have operated as a factor in 
the making whole-time appointments, and it is well 
known that many County Councils who had made 
special arrangements with private practitioners for the 
carrying out of their obligations under these orders 
were seriously consideri propriety of following in 
the footsteps of and even before 


the Milk and Dairies Acts were passed. 


Since the advent of the war and until now— a period 
of five years—veterinary inspection has been more or less 
in a state of suspended animation, and now that peace 
has been signed, I have no doubt all responsible veter- 
inary inspectors are preparing for the additional work 
that will soon fall on their shoulders. It is self-evident 
that in the near future County Local Authorities will 
stand as much in need as our large Municipalities of 
whole-time veterinary inspectors ; men who will be de- 
barred from private practice, and occupy a position of 
absolute and beneficent neutrality in regard to the 
interests of private practitioners. 

What are the advantages or disadvantages that would 
attach to such appointments from the public point of 
view, and from that of the veterinary profession? In 
my view, the local authorities and the public would 
stand to gain all along the line by the appointment of 
whole-time officials, and the only hardship I can think 
of would fall on those who at present hold part-time 
appointments from which they may derive a not incon- 
siderable portion of their yearly income, and whioh it is 
natural they would be loth to lose, considering the kudos 
and authority that attach to the holding of an official 
position under their local authority. But to secure the 
greatest good for the greatest number will, and must be. 
the aim of every local authority ; and against the hard- 
ship to the hitherto fortunate few already referred to, 
must be set the fact that their official position has given 
them at all times an undue handicap over practitioners 
who are their rivals in private practice, and was a never- 
ending source of friction between men who might other- 
wise have been the best of friends. Though the new 
appointments will doubtless be open to all, no one who 
desires to semen private for public work should have 
a better chance of success than the erstwhile part-time 
inspector of proved ability who has been rubbing 
shoulders for years with the powers that be. 

The advantages that accrue from the appointment of 
a whole-time County and District Veterinary L[uspector 
are nang and varied. Under his guidance, the veter- 
inary policy of the local authority becomes unified and 
therefore more consistent than it could otherwise be, 
and it is difficult to conceive their adoption of any policy 
that has not received the ¢mprimatur of their veterinary 
inspector. Indeed, the usual procedure in all construc- 
tive work is for the veterinary inspector to submit his 
proposals to the County or District Clerk as the case 
may be, and when they emerge from his criticism and 
have his approval, their adoption by the County Council 
or appropriate Committee may be confidently antici- 

ted. Under such circumstances an experienced 

unty or Municipal Veterinary Inspector may secure 
an almost complete adoption of satisfactory methods in 
the local control of the Contagious Diseases of Animals. 
And here I would like to pnt on record the the readiness 
that Sir Stewart Stockman shows at all times to help 
the enquiring veterinary inspector to decide the attitude 
he should take up in regard to any problem. 

Again, the whole-time veterinary inspector is always 
available for consultation with clin officials, and for 
attendance at meetings of various committees on whose 
business his advice may be required. Further, the 
merging of all County and District veterinary duty in 
the hands of a whole-time official removes the anomaly 
already referred to that proves so vexatious to the private 
practitioner, who in most Counties just now is obliged 
to report to the local authority suspected cases of con- 
tagious disease in the stock of his clients so that they 
may be dealt with by a part-time inspector, who may 
be his rival in practice. 

And lastly, comparisons that have been maJe show 
that on the ground of mages no County Local 
Authority of any importance wil be able to undertake 
the obligations contained in existing and impending 
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legislation and justify its failure to appoint a whole-time 
County and District Veterinary Inspector. When the 
appointment of reliable and experienced officials has be- 
come general throughout the land, it is not improbable 
that more of the work pertaining to the control of 
animal diseases will be decentralised, and thus free the 
hands of the veterinary officers of the Board for the 
higher work of general supervision, research work, new 
propaganda and the protection of our shores from im- 
ported diseases. 

In estimating our relation to the Control of Contagious 
Diseases, perhaps we could attain our object best by re- 
viewing the present situation and the future possibilities 
in regard to each of the scheduled diseases in turn. 

Rabies.—The present invasion of Southern England 
by this disease has provided, I believe, more cases with- 
in a short time than any former outbreak in Great 
Britain. The muzzling of dogs has not been made com- 
pulsory in Scotland, and it seems to me the needs of the 
present situation can be adequately met by limiting the 
enforced muzzling of dogs to those located within 100 
miles of any outbreak At the moment, even in Scotland 
many nervous em are giving a wide berth to dogs in 
the streets, and not a few innocent animals have been 
summarily destroyed. The new Rabies Order makes 
ample provision for the proper handling of all suspected 


cases. 
Anthrax. The very marked fall in the number of an- 
thrax outbreaks in the last two years, when the supply 
of foreign foodstuffs has been very low and stock-owners 
have had to carry on with home-grown materials, em- 
hasises anew tue belief that the importation of cereals 
1s the chief cause of outbreaks in this country. It is 
worthy of remark that success has so very seldom at- 
tended the efforts of the bacteriologist to detect the an- 
thrax infection even in highly suspected foodstuffs. In 
quite a number of outbreaks wherein -a fatality has 
occurred within a few days of starting 4 new parcel of 
cake and an examination of the herd has revealed 
several highly fevered animals, presumably anthrax in- 
fected, I have supplied our bacteriologist with samples 
for the feeding of guinea-pigs and the making of cul- 
tures, but the results have all been negative. In the 
majority of outbreaks handled by us, we have not been 
able to detect any second animal off colour, and so long 
as the microscopical examination of the blood of the 
highly fevered and presumably infected animal reveals 
no anthrax bacilli, its recovery is probable. On one 
occasion, fully two years ago, I found anthrax bacilli in 
the blood and the slightly coloured nasal discharge of a 
bull seven-and-a-half hours before he died of anthrax. 
In the majority of cases, however, the irruption of bacilli 
from the primary lesion into the general circulation is 
much more quickly followed by death than in the case 
referred to. 
- I presume that in the near future, stock-owners will 
resume the extensive use of foreign feeding-stuffs, risk- 


ing their infectivity as before, when an increased number: 


of cases will fall to be dealt with. Outbreaks among 
cattle are seldom very serious, if we except the danger 
of human infection, since in most years the average 
fatality is less than 1°3 victims per outbreak. In out- 
breaks involving several victims, the circumstantial 
evidence usually points to ingestion of infection as the 
cause of the first death, the later cases being traceable 
to culpable handling or exposure of the infected carcase. 
' In dealing with suspected cases, the veterinary inspec- 
tor should be able to decide the issue on the spot in 
ninety per cent of cases, and if this is not done, the 
control of any outbreak is likely to be defective. Our 
procedure in Lanarkshire is to make the diagnosis at 
the farm—the inspector carries a suitable folding micros- 
cope and all that is necessary in a compact leather case— 
and in positive cases we take the necessary blood sam- 


ples for the Board of agent and Fisheries, plug 
the natural openings of the carcase, take full notes re- 

rding the outbreak, examine the other animals, and 
issue instructions for the care of the carcase pending its 
removal, and the reporting of any other case of illness 
that may arise during the period of restriction. We 
then get to the nearest police station, and report the 
outbreak by telephone to the police superintendent of 
the district, ask him to serve Form C and give him de- 
tailed instructions as to disinfectants and the degree of 
disinfection which he is tocarry out. At the same time 
a message is sent toa special knacker, whom we have 
supplied with a suitable galvanised box adapted to his 
motor vehicle, in which it is his duty to remove the car- 
case and all infected material at once, for destrnction 
under super-heated steam in a special digester. In this 
way everything infective is handled and removed and 
destroyed by experts, and we pay a contract price of 1 
guineas for each carcase dealt with, and an extra allow- 
ance for mileage beyond a limit of twenty miles. I can 
recommend this method of dealing with anthrax carcases 
because of the results obtained in limiting the loss in 
nearly every outbreak to that of the original animal, 
and though we have dealt with over two hundred out- 
breaks in the past nine years, no case of human infection 
has occurred. During the course of the next seven days 
one or more visits are made to see that disinfection has 
been properly done and that the health of the stock re- 
mains good. As required by the Board, a swab and fixed 
smear of blood are sent to their Uhief Veterinary Officer 
for corroborative diagnosis. We have never yet differed 
in our diagnosis of any case handled by my assistant or 
myself, but when confronted with the difficulty that 
obtains with a badly decomposing anthrax carcase, | 
occasionally find it necessary to take the precaution of 
making a culture, which when incubated fora few hours 
and examined serves to decide the issue definitely. [t 
is appropriate that I should state the fact that the oper- 
ation of our special Order—“ The Diseases of Animals 
(Lanarkshire) Order of 1907” serves the purpose of a 
useful handmaiden to the Anthrax Order in compelling 
the notification of many cases that prove positive for 
anthrax, and which might not or would not have been 
reported under the Anthrax Order. Its chief require- 
ments are :— 

1. “Every person in the County of Lanarky having 
or having had in his ssion or under his chafge any 
head of cattle which is or has been suffering from any 
illness shall, with all practicable speed, give notice of 
such illness to the Local Authority, and if such illness 
has resulted in the death of the animal that fact shall 
be stated in the notice, provided that this regulation 
shall not require notice to be given: («) In the case of 
illness produced by, or consequent on, accident or calv- 
ing; or, (/) Where the illness is certified by a veteri- 
nary surgeon as not being cattle-plague, pleuro-pneu- 
disease, or anthrax. 

2. Such notice shall be given either by letter or post- 
card addressed to the Clerk to the County Local Authori- 
ty, County Offices, Hamilton, or by verbal intimation 
to any member of the Lanarkshire Constabulary. 

3. Where it co popes by the owner to bury the 
carcase of any head of cattle the intention to do so shall 
be stated in the notice, and the burial shall not be 
carried out until the Local Authority have had reason- 
able time in which to examine the carcase. What is a 
reasonable time shall depend upon the circumstances of 
the case. 

4. Where the owner has disposed of, or intends to 
dispose of, the carcase of any head of cattle otherwise 
than by burial, the manner of disposal shall be stated in 
the notice required to be given under these regulations. 

5. Any person failing to give the notice prescribed 
by these regulations, or burying the carcase before the 
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local authority have had reasonable time for its examina- 
tion, in contravention of these regulations, shall be 
deemed guilty of an offence under the Diseases of 
Animals Act, 1894 

6. The expression ‘cattle’ in these regulations means 
bulls, cows, oxen, heifers and calves. 

Several local authorities, in imitation. have adopted a 
somewhat similar order with good results, and I have 
the Be sngm that the Anthrax Order itself might be 
altered to include its main features. I venture to say 
that additional anthrax outbreaks, which at present 
escape detection, would then be revealed. 

I am sure we all appreciated the several reasons which 
led Sir Stewart Stockman to require the sending of an- 
thrax specimens to him for corroborative diagnosis, and 
though I feel sure that this control still operates in some 
cases to maintain the purity of anthrax returns, it is 
perhaps my duty to refer to the anomaly that permits 
the acceptance of the local veterinary inspector’s micro- 
aw opinion as final in cases deemed negative by him, 
and in the more difficult microscopical] diagnosis of sus- 
pected tubercle, as well as in mange cases, while speci- 
mens are still occasionally asked for in reported cases of 
sheep scab. Perhaps Sir Stewart will favour us with a 
re-statement of the position. 

Foot-and- Mouth-Disease. When an outbreak of this 
disease occurs in the area of any local authority the 
work of the local veterinary inspector is entirely, and very 
properly, subservient to the will of the veterinary officers 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. There is, how- 
ever, much room for the display of common-sense when 
the County or Municipal Veterinary Inspector is asked 
to advise his Council as to the measures that should be 
taken by them to protect their borders when disease has 
broken out in one or more distant parts of the country. 
But inasmuch as contiguous countries, when dealing in- 
dividually with a problem common to all, are apt to 
formulate bye-laws so dissimilar that intercourse in 
what might be a safe exchange of animals is unduly re- 


stricted, it is invidious that any County should act “on. 


its own,” and the usual practice is for those Counties 
and Municipalities which are contiguous and have com- 
mon interests to hold congress and devise a common 
policy of procedure applicable to a large area of country. 

n such an event the veterinary inspectors of the local 
authorities should hold a preliminary meeting to con- 
sider the question at issue, and decide the character of 
the advice to be given by each to the delegates to the 
congress of his own Council. At its best, however, this 
procedure is too slow when the spread of disease is 
ominous, and in the interests of efficiency it would be 
better for the Board to impose on all local authorities a 
general order suitable to the needs of large areas, whic 
would render it unnecessary for individual ‘local 
authorities to issue special regulations. In cases of 
great emergency a temporary order, subject to future 
amendment, could be issued. 

It is a source of distinct weakness, when confronted 
with the possibility of invasion by an epidemic, that 
there poll 4 be so many small local authorities holding 
independent executive power uxder the Contagious Dis- 
eases of animals Acts. Unanimity of control combined 
with efficiency can only be gained by having reasonably 
large areas under one authority. 

Glanders and Farcy. Although the danger period 
cannot yet be said to have passed, it is worthy of remark 
that the months go by after a great war, and the dispersal 
throughout the country of thousands of army horses, 
without any material increase in our Glanders returns. 
Contrasted with former post-war experience, this result 
redounds to the credit of the officers of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps, and speaks volumes for the efficiency 
of the Mallein Test. ' 

I understand that the less-laborious intra-palpebral 


test was in general use during the last two years of war, 
but there seems to be some conflict of opinion as to 
whether it can be considered more reliable for the 
majority of animals than the subcutaneous test. If such 
a simple test can be depended upon, the propriety of 
compelling its use either alone or in addition to the 
older test should be considered. 

Now and then one meets with animals that have 
never been exposed to infection which, when tested sub- 
cutaneously, are thermally mallein-sensitive, test them 
when you may, and in such cases I have had much sat- 


‘isfaction in the joint use of the intra-palpebral vest. 


Parasitic Mange. As this disease is dealt with in a 
special paper by Major Gofton, I will not take up your 
time with the problems its control present to my mind. 

Sheep Scab. This still maintains its sway in Great 
Britain notwithstanding the newer legislation. When 
we consider the efficacy of proper dipping alike for the 
cure and prevention of sheep scab, and the acknowledged 
beneficent results of repeated dipping in ridding shee 
of other skin parasites that hinder their growth and wel- 
fare, there seems to emerge a good case for an increase 
in the number of compulsory dipping periods. There 
seems to be no reason why we should not for a time en- 
force a compulsory double dipping twice a year for a 
period of three or four years, which would surely operate 
to reduce outbreaks toa minimum. Legislation might 
then be passed for the punishment of an owner who was 
found in possession of affected animals. 

Hill flocks are essentially the most difficult to keep 
clean, as it is not an easy matter to make sure that no 
sheep has wandered, from sickness or other cause, and 
having escaped dipping, constitutes a menace to its 
neighbours. Moreover, in some hilly districts an odd 
wild sheep is known to exists, and because it continues 
to escape handliug it may readily serve as a reservoir 
for the disease. 

Swine Fever: As the control of this disease is direct- 
ly under the Board, and as I have had no experience of 
the veterinary work involved, I leave the debate on its 
problems to those of you who are in touch with it. It 
seems to me, however, somewhat incongruous that a 
County Veterinary Inspector responsible for the control 
of contagious disease within his County should occupy 
a position of —— isolation with regard to swine 
fever, not that I covet the work of the local veterinary 
inspector under the order, but because that, beyond 
hearing at each meeting of my Committee that restric- 
tion notices have been served on certain premises, [ 
have no knowledge whatever of what is taking place 
within my sphere of control, and when I am occasionally 
asked regarding the number of animals affected or 


h | slaughtered or treated with serum, I am unable to 


furnish any information, nor do I hear anything of the 
results of serum treatment. The whole position will 
probably be reconsidered when the appointment of 
whole-time County veterinary inspectors becomes gen- 
eral throughout the country. 

Bovine Tuberculosis. I am not in a position to state 
when the Tuberculosis Order will be removed, or whether, 
under any new Order, power will be given to deal with 
cases additional to those amenable to the Order of 1914. 
It is certain, however, that the elimination of diseased 
animals that was accomplished in 1913-14 met with the 
hearty approval of stock-owners, and that they hope for 
an early renewal of the campaign. It cannot be said 
that the weeding out of diseased animals under the 1913 
-14 Orders had any very appreciable effect in lowerin 
the total quantity of milk produced, but the inclusion o 
further forms of the disease within the scope of any new 
Order will have to be proceeded with in a way that pays 
due regard to the cumulative effect (in reducing the 
total milk supply) of an increased withdrawal of milk- 
yielding animals, 
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Because of this obligation, we cannot entertain the 
early adoption of a comprehensive programme that 
would aim at the complete eradication of Sovkns tuber- 
culosis. This would prove disastrous, for under existing 
conditions it is economically impracticable. The estab- 
lishment of tubercle-free herds throughout the land 
must necessarily be a gradual process and, without un- 
duly upsetting the milk industry, it could only be accom- 
plished under a scheme which at first limited its opera- 
tions to well-chosen centres and breeding herds where 
the percentage of affected animals is small, and extended 
its sphere of operation gradually as the number of ani- 
mals warranted free of disease increased and were avail- 
able for the setting up of additional clean herds. 


UNSCHEDULED ConTAGIoUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 


Although the County or Municipal Veterinary Inspec- 
tor has no statutory power to deal with unscheduled 
disease, [ think you will allow that it is his duty to take 
an intelligent interest in those contagious affections that 
are known to prevail among stock in his own district, 
and especially in those diseases that exact a heavy yearly 
toll, either in mortality or reduced values, or in both. 
It will be conceded that of these diseases epizootic abor- 
tion of bovines is perhaps the one that prevails most 
generally throughout the land, and at first sight would 
seem to be marked out for control by means of an Order. 
Indeed, many veterinarians and stock-owners who take 
a short view of the problem regard the absence of any 
control by Order over this wide-spread and highly con- 
tagious disease as unjustifiable ; since it is known that 
infected aniwals capable of spreading the disease are 
sold daily by unscrupulous owners in public marts. 
And while the buyer might proceed against the seller 
for damages at common law, the difticulties of providing 
absolute proof to conviction are too apparent to admit 
of his raising such an action lightly. 

I agree entirely with Sir Stewart Stockman’s expressed 
views as to the disabilities that would attach to the 
operation of any kind of Order for the control or stamp- 
ing out of this unique disease. It was therefore with 
some surprise that I read in the report just issued of 
the Travelling Commission of Enquiry into the Cost of 
Production of Milk, that recently took evidence through- 
out the country that—'‘ The Commission has been 1m- 
pressed during its investigations by the prevalence of 
this disease and by its serious effect upon the yield of 
milk. The Commission was informed at Exeter that 
this disease has been made compulsorily notifiable by 
the Devonshire County Council, and that Devonshire is 
the only County in England in which this action has 
been taken. The Commission considers that the results 
of this action call for its extension to the rest of the 
country, and for the enforcement of the necessary pre- 
ventive and curative treatment.” A 

It is not in the least likely that their advice will be 
taken, and probably some of you gentlemen will be able 
to give first-hand evidence regarding the results ob- 
tained from the Local Devonshire Order of 1912. 

For some years prior to 1917 I collected statistics in 
our County regarding the prevalence of Abortion, and 
having evidence that much good was attending the use 
elsewhere of the vaccine “ Anti-Abortion A” prepared 
at the laboratory of the Board of Agriculture and Fish- 
eries, and that very little of it was being used by private 
practitioners in the county, I persuaded my Council to 
offer a scheme of free vaccination to owners of infected 
herds who cared to apply for it. Considerable advan- 
tage has been taken of the scheme during the past two 

ears, and the results to hand are highly encouraging. 
here are, however, still very many who do not report, 
but accept their losses, surreptitiously sell affected 
animals, and keep their own counsel. If the disease 


were more fatal it would be tackled more energetically 


by all concerned, but I think there is good reason for 
believing that it will remain a canker in our herds for 
long enough, despite our knowledge of it and the means 
at our disposal for its control. 

Of several other diseases, especially of sheep, it cannot 
be said that they would lend themselves readily to con- 
trol by Order, but in virtue of the very grievous losses 
they entail, it is certain that so soon as investigators 
have determined their causes and evolved efficient treat- 
ments, owners will hasten to take advantage of any 
measures that are calculated to modify their losses. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL WORK 
OF THE VETERINARY DEPARTMENTS. 


This has proved a gradually increasing quantity, and 
when the Milk and Dairies Acts and the Tuberculosis 

der are put into operation there will be a large in- 
crease in the number of specimens requiring speedy ex- 
amination, and when we consider the amount of time 
that is necessary for the proper examination (especially 
of samples that prove negative for tubercle and mange), 
it behoves those who have not already made full arrange- 
ments to set their house in order. 

In Lanarkshire, as in the case of many large cities, we 
are provided with an up-to-date bacteriological labora- 
tory and an expert bacteriologist, who examines all our 
specimens and certifies the results, with the single excep- 
tion of those of suspected anthrax, which are dealt with 
in the field. 

If we had not such facilities in Lanarkshire, it would 
be necessary to equip a special veterinary laboratory and 
appoint another assistant for the examination of the 
many specimens that at times fall to be dealt with, 
With the present arrangement it is only necessary for 
me to see and verify those positive results that have a 
bearing on some impending Court case. While admit- 
ting the satisfaction one would derive from the possession 
of a fully-equipped veterinary laboratory, this is not a 
practical proposition as yet—even for the largest and 
richest Counties. Indeed, many local authorities are at 
the moment inadequately equipped—if at all even—for 
their joint medical and veterinary bacteriological work, 
and have to arrange for this being done by others. 

Iam aware that the veterinary inspectors of some 
Municipalities do the microscopical examination of their 
own mange specimens, but I cannot say I envy them 
the task of having half-a-dozen or more specimens to ex- 
amine at the end of a day’s work in the field, with the 
following day likely also to be filled up with engage- 
ments. The work needs more time, patience, and care 
than the busy inspector can afford, however great his 
experience may be, and though he may be able to under- 
take the work in quiet times, hé should arrange for the 
expert examination at some central institution of those 
microscopical specimens which he has no facilities for 
examining or which he cannot undertake in busy times. 


THE FULLER DEVELOPMENT OF A WHOLESOME 
MEAT AND MILK SUPPLY. * 


Compared with the future control of contagious dis- 
eases of animals, it seems to me more difficult to envi- 
sage all the possibilities of the relation of the veterinary 
inspector to the fuller development of a wholesome meat 
and milk supply. It is evident that in the near future 
there will be a great advance in this direction, for the 
opportunities are obviously great, while much that ob- 
tains to-day is palpably imperfect. 

I would be presuming too much on my theoretical 
knowledge if I were to deal with the minutiw of the 
meat problem, since in my present position, anomalous 
as it may seem to you, it scarcely comes within my pur- 
view. Speaking generally, my interest in the problem 
leads me to believe that in so far as we in normal peace 
times advocate the utilisation of condemned meat resur. 
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rected by whatever process it may be to a state of inno- 
cuousness, we prejudice the advocacy of our advancing 
ublic health aims, and court destructive criticism at the 


hands of a discerning public. Our combined and set 


goal should, in my view, be to do our part in securin 

or the consumer a sufficiency of food of all kinds, o 
guaranteed quality ; and so ej as we fail in this, prob- 
lems await the prodncer and all concerned. In propor- 
tion as we eradicate disease from our herds through the 
power that we hope soon to possess, the subsequent per- 
centage of sound carcases at the abattoir will increase, 
and the pressure in production will be correspondingly 
relieved. 

If in the case of meat, safety can only lie in the evasion 
of all possible danger, this is doubly true in the case of 
milk, especially for the young, the delicate, and the 
patient suffering from specific fevers, for whom milk is 
the chief diet. After many days, and taking full advan- 

e of the needs of the nation during war-time, agri- 
culturists and milk-producers by effectively combining 
their forces have emancipated their callings to a state of 
affluence, and now that the consumer has to pay three 
pre-war prices for many essential food-stufis, [ venture 
to say that veterinary inspectors will have little com- 

unction in enforcing the provisions of the Milk and 

airies Acts, when they become operative, that will cause 
jen milk-producer to improve many of the defects of his 
calling. 

When we consider the conditions under which winter 
milk is produced on many farms, it is unthinkable that 
we cap continue to pay a flat rate for milk irrespective 
of its wholesomeness or quality. Milk should be graded 
and paid for according to its grade, and this should be 
based not only on the richness of the article, but also on 
the excellence of the conditions under which it is pro- 
duced. To that end, the veterinary inspector should 
undertake a system of classification of all dairies based 
on the quality of the premises, the health of the cows, 
the milking of them, and the handling of the milk, etc. 
The produce of the fourth-rate dairy, though equally 
rich in fat to that of the first-rate dairy, should be paid 
for at a price twenty per cent under the maximum, and 
this would provide an incentive to make such improve- 
ments as would entitle the dairyman to a higher class- 
ification and a better price for his produce. ‘“ You can- 
not make a silken purse out of a sow’s ear,” nor can 
pure and wholesome milk be derived from defective, 
unkempt cows, housed in insanitary cowsheds, and 
milked in the dark by unwashed and careless people. 


Discussion. 


Mr. ages! W. P. Neat (Delegate, Cattle Markets 
Committee, City of London) expressed his appreciation 
of the opportunity afforded to him to bring forward for 
discussion a subject upon which his Committee felt very 
strongly, and desired ventilating among Municipal and 
other authorities. He referred to the question of the 
abolition of private slaughter-houses and the substi- 
tution of public slaughter-houses under Municipal 
control. At the Cattle Market at Islington a large 
number of animals were dealt with, both as regards the 
inspection of the live animals, and dead meat, by a very 
efficient staff headed by Mr. Hayhurst. Up to the time 
of the outbreak of war, an average of 500 tons of un- 
sound meat was dealt with—subsequently the Govern- 
ment took over the control of supplies, and the Market 
was now receiving animals sent by officials of the 
Government from provincial markets where the supplies 
were in excess of requirements. The effect had ~ 
that the amount of meat condemned had increased four- 
fold, and reached an annual average of:2000 tons. 
It seemed to his Committee that producers, knowin 

the system of inspection at Islington, were not prepar 


_to take the risk of sending animals about which there 


was any apparent risk of seizure. These animals were 
now included among those sent to Islington, but were 
formerly chiefly dealt with in private slaughter-houses 
where no qualified supervision or inspection existed. 

The advantages o ay slaughter-houses and the 
expert examination of all carcases and organs imme- 
diately after sunepies were so pm that it was un- 
necessary to dwell upon them. He was aware that ina 
few areas private slaugter-houses had been abolished, 
but to safeguard the supply of wholesale meat to the 
consumer it was essential that the system should become 
general. 

He therefore moved as a recommendation for con- 
sideration by the Council of the Institute, and with a 
view to the same being forwarded to the Prime Minister, 
the Minister of Health, and the President of the Board 
of Agriculture :— 

“That in the interests of public health, no satisfactory 
improvement can be expected in the inspection of meat 
unless the Ministry of Health take the necessary steps 
to abolish all private slaughter-houses in Great Britain 
and Ireland, and that unless fully qualified veterinary 
surgeons, well versed in meat inspection, are appointed 
to carry out the efficient — of animals, the 
inhabitants of this country will continue to consume. 
considerable quantities of diseased, unsound and un- 
wholesome food. 

We urge that ante-morten and post-mortem inspect 
ions should in all cases be made.” 


The motion was seconded by Councillor W. Bashforth, 
representing the City of Sheffield, and supported by lay 
y= sr from Municipal and County authorities, and 
by —— veterinary surgeons, and carried unani- 
mously. 

Councillor BasHFoRTH, of Sheffield, said he had great 

leasure in seconding the resolution so — proposed 
y Mr. Deputy Neill. He considered the present 
system of having private slaughter-houses scattered 
throughout the country He quite 
agreed with the remarks of Mr. Deputy Neill, but would 
like to emphasis the following points in favour of the 
erection of public abattoirs :— 

(a) Seeing that the slaughter of animals in public 
abattoirs would be carried out by expert slaughtermen, 
he was satisfied that the killing of animals for human 
food would be done in a much more humane manner. 
(>) The general sanitary surroundings would be more 
satisfactory, thus ensuring the best conditions under 
which meat could be prepared for human consumption. 
(c) He was satisfied that the whole business could be 
much more economically managed, and particularly 
good results could be obtained in the successful handling 
and utilising of the by-products. (7) Owing to animals 
being slaughtered in the open halls of; public abattoirs, a 
better quality of animals would be slaughtered, seeing 
that butchers would be able to see what class of animals 
competitors were killing. (e) He strongly advocated a 
complete inspection of meat by veterinary experts, and 
went even further to state his opinion—that not only 
the inspection of meat should be under the control of 
the veterinarian, but also that the general management 
of the abattoirs should bein the same hands. (/) In all 
— abattoirs a separate slaughter-house inspection 

lock, and a condemned meat store, should be set apart 
where all diseased and doubtful animals and carcases 
could be taken and suitably dealt with. In the past, 
many of the private throughout the 
country were made use of to surreptitiously kill and 
dress such animals and carcases without inspection and 
supervision. 

Mr. Wm. TeEMPLEMAN, Chairman of Public Health 
and Slaughter-houses, Mid Ward, Co. of Lanark. 
(Torland, Dalserf, Lanarkshire). Said he strongly 
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supported Mr. Begg’s paper. His arguments were 
sound, and all his demands shou!d be complied with, 
especially as regards milk and the carcases of diseased 
animals. It was sad to think that man, the noblest 
work of God, and the cow, the greatest producer of 
human food, should be such victims to tubercular 
diseases. The medical profession has done everything 
ible for the human subject. There was a great 
increase in the number of doctors, nurses, and health 
visitors, and great expense incurred in erecting houses, 
hospitals, colonies, and recreation grounds ; but he was 
sorry to say with, as yet, poor results. The veterinary 
profession should be equal to the medical in all respects. 
Several voices :—“ We are now!” “In research work ?” 
“Yes!” Mr. Templeton said he was glad to hear that, 
and asked if they agreed with him when he said that 
more inspectors were required to have the work 
thoroughly nodertaken and well done. The reply being 
“ves!” he said. Well, with all your intelligence, com- 
bined with all the appliances at your disposal, give the 
cow your special attention ; eradicate the disease, and 
banish for ever the tainted meat still to be found for 
sale in our markets. 
Mr. T. PARKER, Vety Inspector, Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
I would just like to put three points in support of the 
necessity of abolishing private slaughter-houses and the 
appointment of whole-time veterinary officials within 
large cities and County districts :— 


(i) One morning on entering a slaughter-house, [ 
found two butchers just completing dressing a bullock ; 
the butchers were literally covered in blood ; the carcase 
was one from an anthrax infected bullock. After deal- 
ing with the carcase, employed premises, and in-contact 
cattle, the authorities in the district whence the carcase 
came were notified by wire. It was found that the ani- 
mal had been slaughtered at the point of death. The 
butcher who skinned and dressed the bullock was lyin 
ill, and his medical attendant was somewhat baffled wit 
the case. On having wire however, he immediately sus- 

ted anthrax in ‘the butcher. The latter was then 
Coane by motor to the Infirmary, where he was oper- 
ated upon and his life saved. Had the case not been 
romptly diagnosed within the slaughter-house the 
leader would certainly have died. 

(ii) On inspecting carcases of pork in a slaughter- 
house swine fever lesions were detected. Inquiries were 
made as to whence the pigs came. On visiting farm, an 
outbreak of swine fever was detected, several animals 
were found ill, several had already died of the disease. 
This case illustrates the value to agriculture and public 
health alike where the official holds the position of meat 
and veterinary inspector. ; 

(iii) That the Government department—in some dis- 
tricts at least—are now recognising the value of expert 
advice coming from one qualified in veterinary medicine, 
may be illustrated by stating that during the past twelve 
months the Ministry of Food and Meat (Distribution 
committee) have, with the sanction of the Newcastle-on- 
Tyne ape age Sanitary Committee, made use of the 
services of the veterinary inspector to examine consign- 
ments of frozen beef and mutton (under the Waste of 
Foodstuffs Order 1918) which had been condemned by 
various Local Authorities within the surrounding dis- 
tricts. In this way huge quantities of wholesome food- 
stuffs have been saved to the nation, which would other- 
wise have been destroyed on the advice of their medical 
officers and sanitary inspectors who. as might be expec- 
ted, have not the special knowledge to enable them to 
deal with carcases intended for food—as to their fitness 
or to what extent salvage might safely be carried out. 

The abolition of private slaughter-houses and the 
appointment of veterinary specialists would prove a boon 
to public health and agriculture alike, and be of great 
economic 


J. CAMERON, M.R.C.V.s., Berwick: A few words on two 
er just mentioned in the useful paper we have heard 


(i) Contagious Abortion affecting our milk supply 
should be controlled by the Board of Agriculture. 
have little hope from that source unless you apply much 
and powerful pressure. Speaking from memory—I 
think it was at the Windermere meeting of the National 
Veterinary Association that we “ Went for ” the 

of Agriculture in regard to Contagious Abortion. Well, 
what has the Board done all these years to stop the 
spread of that disease’ It has been spread wholesale 
with impunity, and was the great cause of milch cows 
and our milk supply being so much reduced before the 
war, 

(ii) That the Veterinary profession could render a 
much larger amount of valuable service to the Nation 
in regard to our milk and meat supply if we were given 
the opportunity, I thoroughly agree. I go farther, and 
say that we have been too reticent in the past. We 
should have ex the incompetence of the Board of 
Agriculture, the Local Government Board, and the 
Medical profession. The public, and even our Local 
Authorities have no just idea of the incompetence and 
accompanying loss, both to man and beast, which has 
already taken place by divorcing the veterinary pro- 
fession from its legitimate function in that part of the 
National programm2. 

The followiag case, which occurred in my own prac- 
tice, will show you where the missing links are often to 
be found in many a human case, as well as in this par- 
ticular animal one. A Farmer and Dairyman—on a 
small scale, in this town asked me to see his nice young 
mare, rising five years. He thought, somehow, she 
seemed to have got a cold and it was not going away. I 
attended her a considerable time and could make no 
lasting impression, I also had other professional as- 
sistance and we agreed that the indications pointed to 
Tuberculosis, but there was no history to confirm it. At 
last death and a post mortem revealed the real condi- 
tions. I sent specimens to the Royal Veterinary Colle 
London, and Sir J. M‘Fadyean said they were about 
finest specimens of Equine Tuberculosis he had ever 
seen. he said animal was bred and reared, trained 
and used by the present owner, and she had never been 
amiss in any way before; she was foaled early in the 
season and was a few weeks on his own premises— 
cramped a bit for room—before the mare and foul were 
sent away to a grass field in the country. The mare had 
plenty of milk—a good mother. During the few weeks 
of its early life, to make up for want of a large enongh 
loose box, the foal was often allowed to roam at freedom 
in their small court-yard, and thus’ it came into contact 
with the whole household. With its mistress and the 
maid-servant it was a special pet. I[t was easy to re- 
member all this ; and at last the thought struck me, 
would it be the case that during these weeks of kindly 
intercourse the foal would come into contact wjth them 
when they were returning to the house from the cow 
byres, carrying the pails full of milk, and their kindness 
to the foal was demonstrated by allowing the foal to 
have a wee sip of cows’ milk on many of these occasions ! 
I also thought back about the history of the cows they 
had at the time it was a foal, and on that point the sub. 
ject was quite plain and reliable ; some of these cows 
turned out thoroughly bad cases. I now made cautious 
enquiries about the nature and extent of the kindly 
relations which existed during these early weeks as be- 
tween Mrs. L. and her maid, and the foal, and I found 
that my surmises were true to the letter. 

The chain was now complete. Note also the same 
sequence as in the human subject—the seeds of the dis- 
ease are planted in early life, but frequently they do not 
develop until near the period of maturity. 


‘ 
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Dr. SHARE JONES in — said that he would be very 
brief, in fact there was really no criticism to reply to, 
insomuch as he was particularly pleased to observe that 
what he had said appeared to meet with the unqualified 
pn of all present. He was glad that a gentleman 
of such wide eminence and mature judgment as Prof. 
Matthew Hay agreed with his address, and that it was 
Dr. Hay’s opinion that the closest association between 
the two branches of medicine should be maintained. 

He took no exception to the demand of the representa- 
tive of Lanark—that the standard of Veterinary Educa- 
tion be raised to as high a level as — in fact he 
concurred in this view. He could speak for the Un- 
iversity of Liverpool, where, he claimed, every effort 
was made to achieve this. In Liverpool the University 
granted a degree of Bachelor; a five years’ course of 
study was demanded ; Candidates were required to 
pass scientific examinations on ome: | the same 
standard as candidates for the highest medical degrees. 

He believed that a high standard of education was 
the key to the future success of the eee profession. 
It was worth while devoting attention to this, and also 
calling the attention of the Ministry of Health to it, for 
directed on proper lines he believed that a great future 
was in store for veterinary science, especially in the 
field of preventive medicine. 

He thanked those present for the cordial manner in 
which they had received his address. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
CENTRAL DivIsIon. 


The Annual Meeting of the Society was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, on Thursday, October 2nd. 
at 7 p.m., Prof. G. H. Wooldridge (President) in the 
chair. The following Fellows signed the attendance 
book :—Messrs. W. Roger Clarke, J. B. Buxton, Fred 
G. Samson, H. D. Jones, J. W. McIntosh, G. Gordon, 
P. W. Dayer Smith, J. Willett, H.J. Parkin, Capt. 
Graham Hics-Ibens, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. 


On the motion of the PresipENt, the minutes of the 
last Annual General Meeting were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Correspondence. The SECRETARY announced that 
letters had been received from Messrs. E. L. Stroud and 
J. Coleman, regretting their inability to attend the 
meeting. Also a letter of resignation from Major-Gen. 
Sir ae Smith, as he is now living at St. Leonard’s 
on-Sea. 

The PrestvENT said he was sure that all the Fellows 
General Smith resignation. He was man 
who lent lustre to a he dealt with, and he 
thought it would be a pity to lose touch with him alto- 
gethe;. He considered that General Smith should be 
made an Honorary Fellow of the Society. 

On the motion of Capt. G. Rees-Moae, seconded by 
Mr. Rocer Cuarkg, it was resolved to refer the suggest- 
ion to the Council for their consideration. 

The PRESIDENT said they had also received a booklet 
by Mr. A. Leslie Sheather, entitled “A New Nematode 
causing Parasitic Gastritis in Calves.” It was decided 
to accord the thanks of the Society to Mr. Sheather for 
his pamphlet. 

Balance Sheet. In introducing the balance sheet, the 
PRESIDENT pointed out that it showed the Society to be 
in a fairl £21 had been 

iven to the Anglo-Belgian Fund and £2 2s. Od. to the 
ictoria Benevolent Fund, there was a balance in hand 
of £42 10s. 10d. 
~ Mr. J. MoIntrosH moved, and Mr. J. WILLETT secon- 
ded, that the balance sheet be received, and its adoption 


(moved by Mr. WILLET? and seconded by Mr. PARKIN ) 
was carried 

Annual Report. The PRgsmDENT regretted that, 
owing to an oversight, it was impossible to lay the an- 
nual report before the meeting. It had, however, been 
submitted to the Council and adopted. 

Maj. DAYER Smita moved that the report be accepted. 
He said it could be read in the published proceedings 
and confirmed, or otherwise, at the next meeting. Capt. 
RerEs-Moge seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Peace Medal. Mr. J. W1LLETT moved the following 
resolution: ‘‘ That a Peace Medal be awarded to the 
best final-year student of the year, as indicated by the 
marks obtained at the examinations held by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons during the year corres- 
ponding with the current year of the Society, to be 
available for students of all the affiliated Veterinary 
Colleges.” 

The resolution, which was seconded by Mr. McIntosx, 
was discussed, and it was decided that it should be 
placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PresipENT said it was his privilege to announce 
that the Council had recommended Mr. J. Basil Buxton 
to be President for the ensuing year. Mr. Buxton was 
one of their most regular and assiduous fellows, and had 
the interests of the Society well at heart. He had the 
greatest pleasure in proposing the election of Mr. Bux- 
ton ; nc one would perform the duties of the office more 
whole-heartedly than he, or to their greater satisfaction. 


r. J. WILLETT seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

Prof. G. H. WooLpribGE then vacated the chair, which 
was taken by Mr. Buxton. 

The PresipENT thanked the Fellows for the very 
great honour they had done him. When he thought of 
the illustrious men who had occupied the position of 
President in the past he was filled with trepidation ; all 
he could do was to endeavour to merit the confidence 
that had been reposed in him. 

Vice-Presidents. On the motion of the PREsIDENT, 
seconded by Mr. J. Wi1LuETT, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge 
and Messrs. G. H. Livesey, W. Roger Clark and H. D. 
Jones were elected. 

Council. Mr. J. WILLETT moved that the followin 
fellows be cur or. Rees-Mogg, Messrs. J. W. 
McIntosh, W. 8S. King, W. Perryman, F. W. Chamber- 
lain, W. N. Thompson, W. S. Mulvey, A. E. Willett, W. 
R. Davis, H. J. Parkin, R. C. Irving, and C. H. Sheather. 
Prof. WooLDRIDGE seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

Treasurer. It was pont by Mr. J. WILLETT and 
seconded by Mr. McIntosh that Mr. E. Lionel Stroud 
be re-appointed. Mr. Willett said that Mr. Stroud had 
been Treasurer for number of years and had worked 
a yy 4 hard for the Society. (Carried unanimously.) 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Samson and Mr. 
Rocer CLARKE seconded, that Mr. Hugh MacCormack 
be re-appointed. The resolution was carried with 
acclamation. 

Trustees. Mr. Jones proposed that the three retiring 
Trustees be re-elected. The resolution was seconded by 
Mr. ParkIN, and carried unanimously. 

Auditors. Prof. WooLpRIDGE pro that Mr. 

Roger Clarke and Major Dayer Smith be appointed. 
The resolution was seeonded by Mr. MoInrtosn and 
carried unanimously. 
_ Dinner Committee. It was resolved that the follow- 
ing members should be egpeeete’ to act :—The President, 
the Secretary, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Messrs. J. 
Willett, J. McIntosh, and F. W. Cham in. 
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Vores or THANKS. 


Mr. MoInrosu said he wished to propose a very 
cordial vote of thanks to Prof. Wooldridge for his con- 
duct in the chair during the past year. Prof. Wooldridge 
had commenced his official duties some years ago, and 

performed them with conspicuous ability. Two 
years ago it was felt by the Council unfair to ask a new 
man to take over the duties of President, under the 
exceptional difficulties; that had to be faced, and Prof. 
Wooldridge was asked to continue in the chair for an- 
other year because of his experience and strong person- 
ality. The members were greatly indebted to him for 
placing his services so readily at their disposal, and for 
carrying on the work of the Society with his usual 
ability. He asked them to accord to Prof. Wooldridge 
a hearty vote of thanks for his conduct in the chair. 
(Applause). 

The Hon. Sec. supported the motion. He said that 
Prof. Wooldridge had been their President at the out- 
break of war, and after a short interval was asked to 
serve again in that capacity, and did so willingly. He 
had attended meetings most regularly throughout the 
war, frequently braving Gothas and a for that 
—. All the fellows appreciated the services he 

ad rendered to the Society, but none more so than 
himself, who had to fall back on him for so many things. 

The PrestpEeNt said he wished to identify himself 
with the vote of thanks. It was an act of great self- 
sacrifice on Prof. Wooldridge’s part to take the chair 
again last year, at a time when he knew there was a 
great deal of work to be done, and that it was likely he 
would get “all the kicks and none of the ha’pence.” 
The best thanks of the fellows were undoubtedly due to 
him. (The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation). 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said he appreciated very highly 
the vote of thanks which had been accorded nay Fay and 
the terms in which it had been proposed and supported. 
The past two years had been very important ones in the 
history of the Society, because they had good reason to 
believe they had materially assisted the country, not 
only by the discussion of veterinary topics but also in 
matters of economic importance. hatever services he 
had rendered to the Society were done very willingly, 
and had afforded him a great amount of pleasure. 
Duties that were pleasant were never onerous, and he 
counted that as his reward for presiding at the meetings 
during the past few years. He was proud of the fact 
that he had occupied the chair both at the outbreak of 
war and the signing of peace. The duties of the Pres- 
ident, moreover, were not nearly as great as those of 
that other fellow of the Society—the Hon. Secretary— 
and he desired to propose a very hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. McCormack for the very hard work he had done 
for the Society, not only during the past year but in 
previous years, and particularly during the war. It 
would have been — for any President to have 
carried on without the zealous and energetic help which 
the Hon. Secretary had afforded. 

leasure in proposing a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. MacCormack. (Applause). Mr. MacCormack had 
come to the meetings under great physical difficulties, 
and at times when in very ‘great pain owing to the 
accident he had suffered to his leg. As ex-President of 
the Society, he desired to express to him his very cordial 
thanks for the assistance he had afforded him. (Applause). 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

A vote of thanks to the Treasurer, Auditors and 
Trustees was proposed by Mr. J. WILLerr and seconded 
by Capt. Rees-Moce. The motion was carried by [ac- 
clamation. 
ANNUAL REpoRT. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—The Council are 
pleased to be able to announce that the session 1918-19 


He had the greatest } 


has been a successful one. We resumed our monthly 
meetings in March. Six Fellows have been elected, and 
one resigned. We regret to report the deaths of Mr. J. 
Woodger and Mr. Chas. Sheather, who were very old 
Fellows of the Soziety, both were past presidents, they 
contributed several interesting papers, and until recent 
years they always took part in the discussions. 

The annual meeting was held in October, at which 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge was unanimously re-elected 

resident. Seven ordinary and two Council meetings 
con been held, with an average attendance of 17 at the 
ordinary meetings. We are glad to inform you that at 
each of our meetings we had several visitors, and their 
contributions to the discussions were very welcome and 
instructive. 

In March we held the annual dinner which was sus- 
pended during the war. It was well attended and was 
a great success. 

he following papers were read: J. B. Buxton, Esq., 

“ Coccidiosis in the Rabbit” J.W. McIntosh, Esq., “ The 

situation of Veterinary Politics,” G. P. Male, Esq., 

“Some observations on Equine Influenza,” each of the 

pers was thoroughly discussed, and much useful in- 
ormation gleaned. 

A discussion was also held on a letter received from 
Leslie Scott Esq., K.c., M.P., respecting the condition of 
the horses in London, he mentioned several points, and 
asked our opinion on them, as he hoped to bring the 
matter before the House of Commons shortly. It was 
impossible to give definite answers to all the questions ; 
several of them were quite out of our sphere. 

We sent resolutions to the North of Ireland V.M.A., 
supporting them in their endeavour to secure the ap- 
pointment of a veterinary surgeon to the Consultative 
Council of the Ministry of Public Health—Ireland. 
Circular letters were received from the President 
R.C.V.S., and the Royal Counties V.M.A. concerning 
the Ministry of Health Act, 1919. A copy of the reso- 
lution passed was sent to the Minister of Health—Dr. 
Addison, to the President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, to the President of the R.C.V.S., to the 
Director of Medical Research Committee, and also to 
each of our Fellows. 

We have to thank the following gentlemen for bringing 
forward interesting cases and specimens, Messrs. G. 
Livesey, R. C. Irving, Henry Gray and Dr. Leiper. 

The President—Prof. Wooldridge—was nominated as 
delegate to attend the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne, and his report will follow in due 
course. 

The balance brought forward and receipts for the year 
amount to £106 2s. 9d., the expenses were £63 11s. 11d., 
leaving a balance of £42 10s. 10d? 

Now that the great war is over, we hope, with the | 
united efforts of the Fellows, to have larger attendances 
at our meetings which, as mentioned previously, are 
again beingheld monthly. Fellows are specially reques- 
ted to report interesting cases, to exhibit specimens, and 
to keep the Hon. Sec. supplied with papers. 

It is invidious to make comparisons, but we think a 
special vote of commendation should be accorded to 
those gentlemen who have attended our meetings so 
nee | during the last five years, at great inconveni- 
ence and sometimes peril, and so have helped keep the 
Society doing its good work. 


LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE. 


Mr. Wituetr said that the deaths of Mr. Charles 
Sheather and Mr. Woodger had been announced, and he 
wished the Fellows to give a vote of condolence in the 
usual manner, which the Hon. Secretary would convey 
to their relatives. Mr. Sheather was a past president of 
the Society, and for many years had been a regular at. 
tendant at the meetings. Only two days after he had 


204 THE VETERINARY RECORD November 1, 1919 


seen Mr. Sheather, looking fit and well, he passed away 
in his sleep—a beautiful death. At short notice the 
President and several Fellows of the Society had atten- 
ded his funeral, and the President had placed a wreath 
on the grave. Mr. Woodger was also a past president 
of the Society, but on account of his great age had been 
unable to attend any meetings recently, so that he was 
unfamiliar to many of the Pdlew. 
_ The vote of condolence was passed in silence, the Fel- 
lows 
The President having conveyed the good wishes of the 
Society to Major Gordon, who was leaving for Southern 
Rhodesia, the meeting terminated. 


HvueH MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


Cruelty Charge at Wirksworth. 


At the Wirksworth Police Court, John Henry Wheel- 
don, of Hill Side Farm, was charged with having on 
various dates between 21st and 25th August caused un- 
necessary suffering to a horse by ei gaa it to travel 
about for food when lame and unfit. Corbett John 
Mansfield Bartlett, of Vanterbury terrace, Wirksworth, 
practising as a cattle doctor, was also summoned for 
aiding and abetting, counselling and procuring the 
alleged cruelty. Mr. Clifford, of Derby, who appeared 
for the defence, oo not guilty for both his clients. 

Mr. Bendle W. Moore, who prosecuted for the 
R.S.P.C.A., said Mr. Howe, a rege = 4 surgeon of 
Wirksworth, noticed the animal in a field. Mr. Howe 
reported the case as one of cruelty to the R.S.P.C.A., 
and an inspector from that Society called on Wheeldon, 
who explained the horse was being treated by Bartlett. 
Mr. Moore suggested that the sole reason for keeping 
the animal alive in such a state was the hope of this 
farmer that he could breed a foal from her. 

Inspector Busby, of the R.S.P.C.A., Buxton, spoke to 
visiting Wheeldon’s farm with Mr. Howe. The pony 
was in fair wae d condition, but on the near fore-leg was 
an old stocking leg, beneath which was a dirty bandage 
on a@ suppurating wound. Above the knee the 
horse’s leg was swollen and intlamed, and the animal 
must have been suffering acute pain, as it was standing 
on three legs. He considered the horse should have 
been slung and kept very quiet. It had not had proper 
attention at all. 

Witness afterwards saw Bartlett, who said he had 
been attending the horse for about a fortnight, and 
directed that it should be turned out in a field for exer- 
cise, as it could lie down and get up all right. Bartlett 
complained of the Society having called in Mr. Howe 
to advise, alleging that Mr. Howe would be against him. 


- Witness offered to call any one of a number of local vet- 
erinary surgeons, but defendant said they would all be 


against him. Three days later (26th August) witness re- 
ceived a certificate, by Mr. Fairer, M.R.C.v.s., to 
the effect that when he saw it the animal was being 
carefully treated. On 16th September witness saw the 
horse again, and it was so weak that it could scarcely 
stand, and he ordered it to be slaughtered. 
Mr. Clifford : In Mr. Fairer’s certificate, did he say 
a animal was not suffering unnecessary pain !— 
e did. 
* Did you tell Bartlett that if you were a qualified vet. 
you would run the bread out of his mouth ?-—I will ex- 
plain that—— 
- Mr. Clifford: Did you use those words or not ?—-I did. 
You were told the pony was an old “cade” of 
Wheeldon’s mother— Yes. 
Mr. Moore: You hold no brief for veterinary 


‘surgeons *—Oh, no sir, they are mostly against me. 


‘Arthur Bagshaw Howe, m.Rk.c.v.s., of Wirksworth, said 
that-his attention was attracted to the horse while he 


was on his round by the animal standing on three legs. 
When he touched the bandage the horse groaned with 
in. The next day he examined the pony and found 
eat and swelling above the knee, the pony being ina 
dreadful state and hardly able to put its foot to the 
ground. The horse ought to have been put in slings, or 
tied up to the rack, as every movement of the leg was 
bound to cause ape pain. On 22th August witness 
advised that the horse should be slaughtered, and in his 
opinion it,had not been properly treated at all. 

Cross-examined, witness said he told Mrs. Wheeldon 
that he was the only qualified veterinary surgeon in 
Wirksworth, and that Bartlett was not a qualified man. 

Mr. Clifford: You do not appreciate Bartlett doing 
this sort of work ‘—No, not to make people think he is 
qualified to do these things. 

Francis Thomas Prince, M.R.c.v.s., of Ashbourne, said 
that when he saw the horse on 26th August it was lame 
and standing on three legs. It was not in slings, but it 
should have been. 

Mr. Clifford said the main facts were admitted, but 
he submitted that it was not cruelty to cause an animal 
suffering for its eventual benefit. Evidence would be 
adduced to show tg the pony would never in its life 
drink out of a bucket, and it had to go out of doors for 
water ata trough. Referring tothe inspector’s remark 
to Bartlett as to what he would do if he were a veteri- 
nary surgeon, he said the case was not a prosecution, 
but a persecution engineered by Howe to damage Bart- 
lett. The horse, after being ordered by the veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. Fairer, to be kept indoors, went without 
water for two days and two nights because it would not 
drink from a bucket, and it had to be let out to the 
water in the end. He asked the Bench to say that this 
was not a genuine prosecution by the society, but was a 
case engineered by a veterinary surgeon out of profes- 
sional jealousy. 

John Henry Wheeldon gave evidence that the horse 
was carefully treated by his wile and by Bartlett for the 
injury, and that the only purpose for which it had to 
move about was that of getting water. It was not with 
his consent that the animal was shot. 

Mrs. Wheeldon, defendant’s wife, said that it was 
are cruel to keep the pony without water than to let 

er out. 

Bartlett stated that he was the son of a qualified vet- 
erinary surgeon, and had worked for his late father as 
his assistant. He had served under two other qualified 
veterinary surgeons and also on the veterinary staff 
during the Boer War. He was treating the pony for a 
wound on the knee. In addition to this wound there 
was slight inflammation from the udder, and it would 
have been cruelty to sling the animal, as had been sug- 
gested. “This prosecution is nothing but jealous spite 
on the part of a qualified man towards an unqualified 
man,” added defendant with heat. 

In reply to Mr. Clifford, Bartlett said that until Howe 
came to Wirksworth about five years ago he did all the 
work, as there had not been a qualified man in the town 
since his father died. Altogether, he had been in this 
business for about 18 years. 

The Bench decided that there had been no wilful 
cruelty on the part of either defendant, and dismissed 
both cases, but the magistrates thought that the animal 
certainly suffered considerable pain that it should not 
have suffered, and they were not entirely satisfied with 
the way it was treated. Wheeldon, they thought, and 
also his wife, did what they could in treating the horse, 
and so did Bartlett. . 

The magistrates on the Bench were Mr. 8. Shore- 
Nightingale, Mr. K. D. Wheatcroft, and Mr. W. J. 
Harrison.— Derbyshire Courter. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the soeigt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Kay, J.S. Shrewsbury £1 1 
McSwiney, E., Cork 110 
Mason, F. E., London, 8.W. ‘Be. 
~$ a C.A., Reigate (Repeat) 1 1 O 
Wilkinson, T., jun., Durham 


1 
Previously acknowledged £986 18 10 
Oct. 28, 1919. £992 3 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


WAR HONOURS. 


The King has been pleased to give orders for tive 
following appointments and awards for valuable services 
rendered in connexion with the defence of Kut-al- 
Amarah. Dated June 3rd, 1919 :— 

Bar vo Mititary Cross. 
Capt. H. Stephenson, M.c. (M.c. gazetted June 4, 1917). 


War Office, October 24, 1919. 


The following are among the Decorations awarded for 
distinguished services rendered during the course of the 


campaign. The King has given unrestricted permission E 


in all cases to wear the decorations and medals in 
question :— 
Conferred by the King of the Belgians. 
ORDRE DE LEOPOLD AVEC CROIX DE GUERRE. 
* * * * 
Officier—Capt. and Bt. Maj. (temp. Maj.) W. N. 
Rowston. 
Chevalier—Temp. Capt. N. V. James. 
Conferred by His Majesty The King of the Hellenes. 
GREEK MEDAL FOR-MILITARY MERIT. 
(2nd Class.) 


* * * * 
Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) F. Eassie, ¢.8., C.M.G., D.8.0. 


Conferred hy the President of the Portuguese Republic. 
ORDER OF AVIS. 
* * * * 


Chevalier—-Temp. Capt. S. E. Hill. 


* 


Extracts from London Gazette 
War Orrick, Oct. 21. 

Reavtar Forces. VETERINARY Corps. 

Maj. F. Fail relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on 
ceasing to be empld. as A.D.V.S. (June 2). 

Oct. 22. 

Maj. D. MacDonald, 0.8.£., relinqnishes the actg. rank 
of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(April 17). 

The following Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of a 
on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. :—J. H. 
Thomson, T.F. (July 11); A. B. Bowhay, o.z.g. ; R. A. 
Gooderidge, 0.8.£, (Sept. 1). 

. 24, 


Dir.—Col. F. Eassie, c.8., © M.G., D.8.0., and relinquishes 
the temp. rank of Brig.-Gen. (Sept. 1). oi 
t. 25, 


Temp. Capt. H. L. Somers relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health contracted on active service (Oct. 26), 
and retains the rank of Capt. 


The following relinquish their commns. on completion of 
service :—Temp. Capt. F. C. Gavin, p,s.o. (Aug. 19), 
and is grarted the rank of Maj. Temp. Capts., and 
retain the retain the rank of Capt. :—J. M. Brand 
Aug. (28); J. A. Brew (Sept. 6); A. B. Brydon (Aug. 
30); M. G. Connolly (Aug. 28); C. H. Cordy (Sept. 
12); R. T. Davis (Sept. 4); M. I. Farrell (Aug. 28) ; 
J. Finlayson (Sept. 13) ; S. Holmes (Aug. 27); G. N. 
Jull (Aug. 26); W. W. Lang (Aug 31); W. Lenton, 
M.c. (Aug. 28); R. L. Lewis (Sept. 9); A. FitzG, 
Mitchell (Aug. 28); R. E. Murison (Sept. 23); M. J. 

"Neely (Aug. 28); M. Pilkey (Aug. 14); C_ Scott 
(Junel4); J. I. Scott- Moncrieff (Sept. 23); K. D’A. 
Sewell (Aug. 28); J. L. Sullivan (Aug. 14);  G.S. 
Thornewill (Aug. 28); F. S. Warburton (Sept. 5) ; 
H J. Watt (Aug. 22); RK. T. Wood (Sept. 3); 
Woods (Aug. 21) ; H. W. A. Zealand (Aug. 28). Temp. 

_ Lts., and retain the rank of Lt.:—C. R. Boast (Sept. 
28); J B. A. A. Dufresne (Aug. 28); ©. A. K. Snyder 
(Sept. 16). ‘ 


OBITUARY. 


J. R. U. Dewan, ¥.n.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 
Graduated Edin: April, 1874. Fellow, May, 1890. 


A correspondent sends us the following notes :—- 

The death of Prof. John Robert Urquhart Dewar, 
late Principal of the Royal Dick baer College, 

dinburgh, veterinary adviser to the City of Edinburgh, 
and to the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, occurred 
at Balbegno, Fettercairn, on Saturday last, 25th ult. 

Ex-principal Dewar graduated from Dick College in 
1874, and recognising the need for further scientific 
training, returned from Aberdeenshire to Edinburgh 
and entered at the Medical School of the University, 
where he attended classes of the late Lord Lister, and 
devoted special attention to microscopic work. Enter- 
ing upon private practice, he distinguished himself as 
an expert in operative surgery. 

In 1892 he was appointed Professor of Surgery and 
Obstetrics at the Dick College ; and on the death of 
Professor Walley he was called to the Principal’s chair. 
He served as member of Council R.C.V.S., 1895-1912, 
and as Vice-l’resident 1899-1900, and 1903-5-8-10. He 
was also an ex-President of the National Veterinary 
Association. 

For 19 years he was connected with the Dick College, 
during 16 of which he held the reins of government. 
Important and far-reaching changes took place in the 
College during his term of offiice. . As a teacher Prof. 
Dewar endeared himself to a long fist of students, and 
his recital of cases encountered was always listened to 
with avidity. His additions to veterinary literature 
though not numerous are important, and clearly indicate 
the work of an expert. 

-In 1911 he retired from the College, but retained his 
appointments under the City of Edinburgh and the 
Boards of Agriculture. A year before his retirement he 
became tenant of the large farm of Balbegno, Kincardin- 
shire. By means of his appointments he maintained 
an active interest in the work of the veterinary profession, 
whilst his farm enabled him to indulge in the relaxation 
afforded by following agricultural pursuits. He acted 
as a veterinary inspector to the Highland and Agri- 
cultural Society. He was a good judge of Clydesdale 
horses, and officiated as judge at various Shows. 

He is survived by his wife and four daughters. His 
son was accidentally drowned in Leith Docks many years 
ago, when a cab was driven into the dock in a fog. 
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Tromas O’ConnzgLL, Wigtown. 
din : April, Therapeutic we 

The death of Mr. McConnell occurred at Wigtown on Dr. George Foy (Dublin) writes, in Brit. Med. Jrai. : 
October 23. He was 71 years of age, and had practised “Turpentine is one of our most valuable otpticn, anti- 
in Wigtownshire for nearly 50 years ; he hada very wide septics, and stimulants. Recommended by Dioscorides, 
professional connection. Only a week ago he was Galen, and the younger Pliny; later, we find the oil 
presented by his friends and clients with over £300 as approved by Lanfranc, “ Petite Chirurgie,” 1280, and by 
a mark of respect and esteem. The funeral took place Francis Payre Porcher, whose book was nr by 
on October 27. order of the Surg.-General of the Confederate States 

Army. Both Lanfranc and Porcher knew of the styptic 
, : properties of the oil ; the former from his experience as 

A serious outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease wa 4 military surgeon in the Lombardo-Venetian wars, and 

announced at the end of last week in the Isle of “— the latter as a Confederate surgeon of high rank. 


in the Northwood, Brading and Chale districts. It is he oil is a hydro-carbon with the formula CroHis, 
stated that over 350 animals were involved. ‘and consists chiefly of pinene, which is also found in oil 

The Board also received confirmation of another out- of eucalyptus and oil of juniper. Pinene has marked 
break at Bourn, Gambridgeshire. ‘antiseptic properties and absorbs oxygen readily. The 


The existence of foot-and-mouth disease among ynpleasant taste of the oil is greatly lessened in the 
animals on premises at Horsington, near Horncastle, | preparations terpine and torsinel. 
Lincolnshire, was confirmed on Thursday. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
 Foot- 


Rabies. : 
anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t Bwine Fever. 
Cases Disease. __Manée- 
Confrmd) Ont. Ani- | Ani- | | ani. | Sheep| 
Period. breaks mals.} Out- Ani- {breaks} mals Is Scab.| Onut- Siaugh- 
$s mals, breaks | tered. * 
A lO4] (a) (a) (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. | 
Week ended Oct.25 | 2/ 1 6 | 12 | 20 | 132 81} 48] 22 64 23 
| 
, 19is | 5) 1 3 4 1 3} 24] 45 1 27 7 
1917 | | 26] 25 6 
13] 21 2 59 20 
Total for 42 weeks, 1919 |146| 176 | 288 | 49 | 1762] 21/ 54] 4323 | 8669] 266] 1917 | 890 
1918 | 45) 2} 204 | 235 3 | 40 28 771] 3700 | 6936] 265] 1180 463 
1917 | 363 | 414 23 46 | 2036 | 3859] 420] 1883 | 818 
i916 | 442 519 1 | 73 43 | 111 | 1817 4065] 203| 3764 | 9889_ 
(1) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. + Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 28, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
IRELAND. Outbreaks 
Week ended Oct.18 | ... | 1 9 | 
Total for 42 weeks, 1919 | 129 207 30 92 
1918... 2 92 254 22 72 
| 1 1 41 316 190 | 1104 
peri 58 338 | 267 | 1559 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct. 20, 1919 
Outbreaks 
1918 eee eee eer eee 2 2 4 
Corresponding Week in { 1917 ... | ... one ove 7 1 6 
1916 eee eee | _ 12 7 
Total for 43 weeks, 1919 130 220 | 30 98 
1918 ... 2 92 256 24 76 
Oorresponding period in { 1917 3 5 oe es 1. 1 41 323 191 1107 
1916 58 350 | 274 15380 


ms ey oem of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Oct, 27, 1919 
Norre.—The figures for the Current Year are‘approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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